
1 

 

 

January 14, 2024 

Order of Service – 10:00 am 

 

Please join in the worship liturgy by reading the sections in bold italics.   

 - Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

Words of Welcome 
The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you.  We are a community bound 

together and energized by faith, love, and commitment to Jesus Christ.  And even though you 
may not yet share that faith, love, and commitment, you are most welcome to be with us, to 
belong here, to experience what we’re about.  Then, if you are attracted and persuaded by 
what you see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set down roots here long-term.  And even if 

you don’t, you’ll always be a friend.  Thank you for worshipping with us. 
 

 

FOR CONTEMPLATION 

 

“The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the 

compassionate actions of its members, 

a heart of grace and a soul generated by love.” 

 

                             Coretta Scott King 

 

 

PRELUDE  “The Lone, Wild Bird” 
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THE COMMUNITY GATHERS 

 

THE ELDER’S PRAYER – Ana Crosbourne 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE Christ Candle 

 

INTROIT  “Sanctuary” 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

Come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God 

has done!  

The Magi, who studied the heavens, followed a guiding star 

and discovered the Savior of the world.  

 

Come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God 

has done!  

Those who lived on the fringe of society were invited to come 

near and discovered the love of acceptance.  

 

Come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God 

has done!  

The people who were lost in the darkness of life were given 

the light of Christ and it revealed the way to new life.  

 

Come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God 

has done!  

And we, who are living our lives today, are drawing near to 

discover God’s plan for us in this New Year.  

 

The One who is reaching out to us this day earnestly yearns for us and 

all God’s people to come and see the wondrous things God continues 

to do.  

Blessed is the One who comes bringing such good news for 

the healing of the world. 
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 HYMN 130 “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

 
 

AN AFFIRMATION OF UNITY FROM THE BELHAR CONFESSION  

 

We share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and one 

mind; have one God and Father, are filled with one Spirit, are 

baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one cup, 

and share one hope.  
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Together we come to know the height and the breadth and the 

depth of the love of Christ; are built up to the stature of Christ, to 

the new humanity; know and bear one another’s burdens, thereby 

fulfilling the law of Christ that we need one another and upbuild 

one another, admonishing and comforting one another; that we 

suffer with one another for the sake of righteousness. Together we 

pray; together we serve God in this world. Amen 

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “The Lord is My Light” (3 times) 

 

The Lord is my light, my light and salvation: 

in God I trust, in God I trust. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

Holy God, you see into each of us and know us fully as creatures in 

need of your constant care. We confess that we have neither heard 

your word nor followed your will. We have failed our nation, 

neighbors, families, friends, and ourselves. We have made 

assumptions that are neither true nor helpful and have lived 

according to them. Forgive us, O God of mercy and grace. And 

give us ears to hear your wisdom and discover your direction and 

calling. Lead us to honesty and faith so that we may begin again 

with renewed strength and devotion. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen 

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “Lord Jesus Christ” (3 times) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let not my doubts and my darkness speak to me. 

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us. 

Let my heart always welcome your love. 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Sarah Huiest 

 

DEACON’S PRAYER FOR THE WORLD – Kevin Ingalls 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil for yours is the kingdom, and the power  

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  “The Perfect Wisdom of Our God” 

 

INTRODUCTION TO STAR WORDS 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

You invite us, O God, to live in your ways and you give us each other 

to help us know you and love you as we journey together in this life. 

Show us your will for creation and your people. Today, we have drawn 

a special and unique star word. For some, these words are already full 

of meaning, challenge, and invitation. For others, they are a blank 

canvas or a curious question. But in both, your invitation to us holds 

true. Help us to listen to your calling with prayerful hearts so that we 

may honor you in our responses today and always. Amen.  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS   

 

1 Samuel 3: 1-18 

 

1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The 

word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 

 

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 

could not see, was lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not 

yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, 

where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 

called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and 

lay down. 6 The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went 

to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 

call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the 

LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed 
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to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up 

and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli 

perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to 

Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if God calls you, you shall say, 

‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So, Samuel went and lay 

down in his place.  

 

10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 

Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11 

Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in 

Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it 

tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken 

concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 For I have told him 

that I am about to punish his house forever for the iniquity that he 

knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not 

restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity 

of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

 

15 Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the 

house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But 

Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17 

Eli said, “What was it that God told you? Do not hide it from 

me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from 

me of all that God told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid 

nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let God do what 

seems good to do.” 

 

John 1: 43-47 

 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and 

said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 

Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 

have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 

wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, 

“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come 

and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of 

him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!”  

 

This is the Word of The Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE: How Does a Weary World Rejoice?  

“Silence Is Not An Option” 
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HYMN 563  “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
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THE IRISH BLESSING 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be ever at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

And the rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, and until we meet again, 

May the God who loves us all  

Hold you in the palm of His hand.  

Amen. 

 

 

All the Liturgical resources for our Advent Worship Theme, “How Does a 

Weary Rejoice?” are used with permission from “A Sanctified Art LLC” and 

have been prepared by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed.  

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP TEAM 

 

Worship Leader 

Kevin Bottini 

 

Elder of the Day 

Ana Crosbourne 

 

Deacon of the Day 

Kevin Ingalls 

 

Liturgist 

Melody York 

 

Children’s Message 

Sarah Huiest 

 

Soloist 

Marv Helf 

 

Sound Technician 

Mike York 

 

Video Technician 

Addison York 

 

Welcome Host 

Cynthia Placek and Joan Baker 

 

Coffee Hour Host 

Kyrra Howard 
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Copyright Licenses 

 

The Lone, Wild Bird 

Traditional Melody, words by Henry Richard 

McFayden & Marty Haugen. Words  

© 1991 GIA Publications 

Used by Permission. 

One License #.A 719501 

 

Sanctuary 

Words & Music: John Thompson &  

Randy Scruggs  

© 1982 Whole Armor/Full Armor Music. 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

The Lord is My Light 

Text: Psalm 139; Taizé Community 
Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923–1994 

© 1998, Les Presses de Taizé,  
GIA Publications, Inc., agent 

Used by Permission. 

One License #.A 719501 

 

Lord Jesus Christ 

Text: Psalm 139; Taizé Community 

Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923–1994 

© 1998, Les Presses de Taizé,  

GIA Publications, Inc., agent 

Used by Permission. 

One License #.A 719501 

 

The Perfect Wisdom of Our God 

Music: Stuart Townend & Keith Getty,  

arr. Lloyd Larson © 2011 and this arr.  

© 2017 Thankyou Music/ 

Getty Music Publishing 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via PayPal (link 

found below or on our website), by mailed check, by direct bank payment or 

by placing them in the offering box. 

 

PayPal: 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS 

 

Website: 

www.communityreformedchurch.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

Community Reformed Church of Colonie 

701 Sand Creek Road 

Colonie, NY 12205 

 

 

Special Offering Envelopes –  

The special offering envelopes for January 

You may make your offering to these with the envelope provided, mail 

in the offering to the Church office or through Paypal.  If you have any 

questions, contact Lori Coté at crcclori@gmail.com.  

 

          

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS
http://www.communityreformedchurch.com/
mailto:crcclori@gmail.com
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In-Person Worship Guidelines - Even though you may be vaccinated, mask 

wearing continues to be encouraged to protect our vulnerable and 

medically compromised worshippers. We ask you to respect the 

distance and comfort levels of others. Reminder: If you are feeling 

under the weather, please remain home and participate in worship via 

Zoom 

 

 

 

ZOOM 

 

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155 

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155 

 

By Phone: 1-646-558-8656 

 

Online Church Bulletin Board 

 

padlet.com/crccsarah/ChurchBulletinBoard 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Prayer E-Chain 

 

Please email prayer requests to: 

 

Sandy Cornwell 

crccsandy@gmail.com 

Karen Latta 

kmlatta@nycap.rr.com 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155
file:///C:/Users/crccl/Dropbox/CRCC/Bulletins/Bulletin/Bulletin%202023/3.26.23%20(Bruce)%2010%20am%20.docx
file:///C:/Users/crccl/Dropbox/CRCC/Bulletins/Bulletin/Bulletin%202023/3.26.23%20(Bruce)%2010%20am%20.docx
mailto:crccsandy@gmail.com
mailto:kmlatta@nycap.rr.com


11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE  

STAFF AND CONSISTORY 

 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

CONSISTORY 

Rev. Robert Hoffman, Interim Pastor 

rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com 

 

Lori Coté 

Church Administrator & Bookkeeper 

crcclori@gmail.com 

 

Ben April,  

Director of Music Ministries 

benapril27@gmail.com 

 

Sarah Huiest,  

Youth Coordinator & 

Communication/Media Coordinator 

crccsarah@gmail.com 

 

Cameron Kaercher 

Technical Director 

camkaercher@gmail.com 

 

 

Elders 

 

Karl Coté 

Ana Crosbourne 

Linda Murphy 

Melody York 

 

Deacons 

 

Kevin Bottini 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Jessica Kaercher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com
mailto:crcclori@gmail.com
mailto:crccsarah@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/crccl/Dropbox/CRCC/Bulletins/Bulletin/Bulletin%202023/camkaercher@gmail.com
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701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY  12205 

Telephone: 518-869-5589  

 

Website - www.communityreformedchurch 

Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed  

Twitter - @ColonieReformed 

 

http://www.communityreformedchurch/
http://facebook.com/coloniereformed

